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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

lute*. 

Wreck op the "Faithful Steward" on Absecon Beach, 1765. 
— I have gathered the following information concerning the wreck of 
the "Faithful Steward," about which inquiry was made. She came 
ashore on Absecon Beach about the year 1765. One boat-load of pas- 
sengers, — names not known, — in trying to get ashore, was swamped. 
They had with them a quantity of the Stamp-Act paper, and being 
eager to get ashore with this, overloaded the boat. A considerable 
quantity of this paper, picked up by Zephaniah Steelman, of Leeds 
Point, who had come over on the beach to look after his cattle, remained 
in his family for many years, and his grandson, Lewis W. Scull, of 
Leeds Point, still has some in the old family chest. "When a boy he 
used it for writing-paper at school. The " crown stamp" was discernible 
when the paper was held up to the light. Steelman also obtained from 
this wreck two complete sets of English china-ware, one of which, or 
rather a portion thereof, is still owned by his great-granddaughter, Mrs. 
Adelaide Bisley, wife of Eichard Risley, of this city. The other set 
was given to another great-granddaughter by Rebecca Steelman, wife of 
Zephaniah Steelman, but it was destroyed by fire some years ago. John 
Steelman, brother of Zephaniah and great-grandfather of Mrs. Henry 
Disston, of Philadelphia, also obtained a number of articles from the 
wreck of the " Faithful Steward," but these disappeared many years ago. 

Atlantic City, New Jersey. A. M. Heston. 

Uniform for the Navy of the United States of America, 
1797. — The original of the following order is among the collection of 
the Historical Society : 

" Captains Uniform. Full dress Coat. Blue Cloth, with long buff lap- 
pels, and a standing collar and lining of buff — to be made and trimmed 
mil with a gold Epaulet on each Shoulder. The cuffs, buff, with four 
buttons and four buttons to the pockets. Lappels to have nine buttons 
and one to the standing collar. Buttons, yellow metal, and to have the 
foul Anchor and American Eagle on the same. 

" Vest and Breeches. Buff with flaps and four buttons to the pockets 
of the vests, so as to correspond and be in uniform with the coat. But- 
tons, the same kind as the coat, only proportionably smaller. 

" Lieutenants. Coat. Long, Blue with half lappels, standing collar and 
lining of buff. The lappels to have six buttons and one to the Collar, 
below the lappel, right side three buttons ; left side three close worked 
button holes. Three buttons to the pocket flaps, and three to a slash 
sleeve with a buff cuff — one gold Epaulet on the right shoulder : Trim- 
mings plain twist. 

" Vest and Breeches. Buff, the former to be made with skirts, and 
pocket flaps, but to have no buttons to the pockets. The buttons for 
the vest and breeches, and coat, the same as for the Captains uniform. 

" Lieutenant of Marines. Coat long. Blue with long lappels of red ; 
standing collar and lining red ; the lappels to have nine buttons, and 
one to the standing collar. Three buttons to the pocket flaps and three 
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to a slash sleeve with a red cuff. One gold Epaulet on the right 
shoulder for the Senior Lieutenant ; where there are two Lieutenants for 
the same ship, and one on the left shoulder for the second officer. 
Where there is only Lieutenant he is also to wear the Epaulet on the 
right shoulder. Trimmings plain. 

" Vest and Breeches. The former, red, with skirts and pocket flaps, 
but to have no buttons to the pockets — The latter, blue — Buttons for 
the suit, the same as the Captains and Lieutenants. 

" Surgeons. Coat, long. Dark Green, with black velvet lappels and 
standing collar, Lappels to have nine buttons, and one to the standing 
collar. No linings, other than being faced with the same cloth as the 
coat. Slash sleeves, the cuff the same as the facings, with three buttons. 
Pocket flaps plain. 

" Vest and Breeches. The former red, double breasted — The latter, 
green, same as the coat. Buttons, the same as the officers. 

" Surgeons Mates. The same as the Surgeons, with only this difference 
in the coat, to wit — Half lappels with six buttons and one to the collar, 
below the lappel ; right side, three buttons ; left side, three close worked 
button holes. 

" Sailing Master. Coat long, Blue, with facings and standing collar of 
the same, edged with buff— nine buttons to the lappels, and one to 
the standing collar. Lining blue, or faced with the same as the coat. 
Slash sleeves, with three buttons — pocket plain. 

" Vest and Breeches. Plain Buff Vest, and Blue Breeches, Buttons 
(for the suit) the same as for the officers. 

"Purser. Coat. Plain frock Blue Coat, with the proper Naval buttons; 
no lappels. 

" Vest and Breeches, — Buff and plain. 

" Midshipmen. Coat, — plain frock coat of blue, lined and edged with 
buff; without lappels a standing collar of buff, and plain buff cuffs, open 
underneath with three buttons. 

"Vest and Breeches, buff, former to be made round and plain — 
Buttons (for the suit) the same as before described. 

" Marines. Plain short coats of blue, with a red belt, edged with red 
and turned up with the same, with common small naval buttons, with 
blue pantaloons edged with red and red vests. 

" Captains, Lieutenants and Marine Officers to wear when full dressed 
cocked hats with black cockades, and small swords (Yellow mounted) — 
and when undressed such swords as may be hereafter fixed upon or 
ordered, which said swords are to be worn at all times by the Midship- 
men, who are to wear cocked hats &c. when full dressed only. Surgeons ; 
Mates ; Sailing Master, and Purser — cocked hats and black cockades. 

"James M°Henky, 

" Secy of War 
" Wae Office Aug"' 24 1797 

"N.B. — Summer dress — Vests and Breeches (excepting for Marine 
soldiers) to be white or Nankeen, as may correspond with the uniform 
&c. &c. Marines white linen Overalls." 

Death of Samuel L. Smedley.— Departed this life on July 21, 1894, 
Samuel L. Smedley, late Chief Engineer of the city of Philadelphia, a 
life member of this Society since June of 1857, and for many years its 
Kecording Secretary. By his will he has bequeathed to the Society the 
sum of six thousand dollars, which is to be invested and the income ex- 
pended in copying and publishing genealogical records of families in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, or for such similar work as the 
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Society shall determine. He also bequeathed his copy of a treatise on 
canal navigation, which was presented by the author, Bobert Fulton, to 
President George Washington. 

Death of Hon. John Clement, of Haddonfield, New Jersey. 
— We regret to announce the death of the Hon. John Clement, of Had- 
donfield, New Jersey, which took place on August 15, 1894. Judge 
Clement was a valued contributor to the Pennsylvania Magazine, 
and was well known in historical and genealogical circles. In 1851 he 
was chosen a member of the Council of Proprietors, and in 1885 its 
President; in 1854 he was appointed Lay Judge of Camden County, 
and served until 1864, when he was appointed a Judge of the Court of 
Errors and Appeals, and was continuously reappointed for thirty years, 
and he also served on many commissions authorized by the State Legis- 
lature. Since 1892 he has been President of the New Jersey Historical 
Society. Judge Clement is probably best known from his historical re- 
searches and writings, for he was a very liberal contributor to the press 
of West Jersey, and published many monographs. His largest work 
is " First Settlers in Newton Township, New Jersey," of four hundred 
and forty-two pages, an exhaustive history from its first settlement in 
1682 to the close of the colonial period. Judge Clement has bequeathed 
to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania his collection of historical and 
genealogical manuscripts, one of the largest and most valuable in West 
Jersey. 

" Tom" Paine. — Extract from a letter from Eichard Shackleton to a 
friend in America, dated Ballitore (Ireland) 1/7 mo. 1792 : 

" What Sort of a man is this renegado of yours, Tom Paine, that is 
kicking up a riot in England ? He seems as if he wanted to kick all 
the Kings of Europe from their thrones. I don't like him ; first because 
he is an apostate from our religious Society, & next because he is the 
avowed & bitter enemy of my B' honble friend Edmund Burke. . . . 
I look upon him as an arrogant, opinionated, turbulent, factious man, 
& a writer by no means of that literary rank & abilities, which my said 
noble & generous friend (in a conversation I was lately present at in 
his house) allowed him to be. 'Twas after yearly meeting that I spent 
an evening with that capital man (my only Gentile-friend) — in this 
thing my host John Eliot pardons me, & bids his servant sit up to let 
me in. So do not thou take upon thee to find fault." 

Letters of Hugh Boberts and Thomas Fenton, 1729-1732. — 
The following letters have been kindly contributed by Miss Meta Vaux : 

" London, 7 b « 21" 1729 

"D*: frd. Hugh 

" No separation can ever make me forget my frds & old Acquaintances 
though I find the proverb (out of sight out of mind) dayly veryfy'd, 
'tis now a Considerable while since I've had the pleasure to hear from 
any of my Philadelphia frds, this pr Mr. Dan : Moor is to revive our 
former frdship, & to let you know I am yet in the land of the living. I 
am now, as you may perceive, at London, from whence by my frds ad- 
vice, I intend to trade to the Leeward Islands, & hope 'twill one day 
be to my advantage to Bevisit your agreeable Province, wch I still have 
a Value for, notwithstanding Great Great misfortune met with there, 
never more to be retrieved, but must submit, well knowing we all must 
follow sooner or Later. Bemember me in kindest manner to y r good 
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Father, Mother, pretty Jenney & Susey, the rest of y r family never for- 
geting d r Ned. my Duty to Grand mother, pray make my love & Ser- 
vice Acceptable to Mr. CummingSj who I can't forget, Notwithstanding 
he made his wedding shirt of his first wife's shroud. Service to all 
inquiring frds. 

" I pray you'll inquire among y r Country folks for Jonathan Evans 
son of Charles Evans of Penywenalt near New Castle in Emlyn, & if 
you find him, pray advise Mr. Josiah Evans (at Mr. Werdon's Academy 
in Greenwich) of it, who is his Bro. & has not heard of him for many 
years ; I shall continue here 'till Feb ry so if any oppor. should be glad 
of a line from you. Direct for me at Mr. Tho : Butleir's Jun r (in Dol- 
phin) Tower street, London, 'tis time to conclude this scrawl, assuring 
you that I am & ever shall be D r Hugh 

" Y r Loving frd. & humble Serv' 

"Tho. Fenton 

" P.S. — I hear Jenny's married, if so I wish her all possible satisfac- 
tion & happiness, which she so well deserves — Adieu." 

" PHILAD* September 26" 1 1729 
" Respect'd fk'd. T. Fenton 

"... My sister Jenny entered likly into the Matrimonial Band w" 1 
William Fishbourn who I believe will make her a loving Husband he 
being a good Natured pson especially to the female sex & I hope the 
[torn] of a young Consort will induce him to a more contented life 
than giving cause that his former character may be justly grounded. 
Sister Susan is much dejected by the parting with a sister, altho. but at 
a small Distance so that I am apt to believe nothing short of a Nupteal 
tye will support her Drooping spirits at this melancholly Juncture. 
Thy mother, parson Cumings and Mr. Annin are well, Richard Hill 
one of the Judges of Supreme Court died about a month since — there is 
not any pson as yet Elected to Stead — he has distributed his large 
estate amongst his numerous Relations and young spouse. Doctor Ed- 
ward Owen likewise died lately, (on Tuesday the 17 of 7° Instant) and 
Governour Burnet of Boston, after a short indisposition as we have it 
asserted in our Weekly Mercury w th y" piece of Presbiterian. Our Elec- 
tion is like to be carried on w th the same warmth as usual by the two 
different parties commonly called the Wine and Tiff Clubs, but Tiff 
being the larger Composition, I believe will prove the most potent and 
Liquoir as to the smart Continges since thy Departure . . . 

"Hugh Roberts." 

"June 15 1732 
" I have not any news concerning our family that at present occurs to 
save that my cousin Aubrey Roberts was Yesterday married in y e Coun- 
try to a Lass of the Preaching Tribe I suppose to be out of Danger of 
being Priest Riden. Your former shipmate Doctor Griffith Owen died 
here in the Spring after about 24 Hours sickness. 

"Hugh Roberts." 

Merion Meeting-House. — Several interesting items relating to the 
venerable old meeting-house at Merion will be found in the following 
letter of Roberts Vaux to Hugh Roberts, at Pine Grove : 

" Mulberry Street, 

1 mo 14, 1834. 

" My good Cousin 

" Several years ago, perhaps eight, I visited Merion Meeting House, 
and obtained part of the red cedar dial post, which was placed near that 



384 Notes and Queries. 

building by our ancestor Hugh Roberts in 1682, according to the record 
made on the Minutes of that period. While the man was sawing off 
the portion that had been given to me, several of the members of the 
meeting stood by, amongst them was Richard Jones, then near ninety years 
old, who said he remembered the dial & post from his childhood. The 
dial itself was large, & made of lead, & he believed it was converted into 
bullets during the revolutionary war, when all such material was taken, 
without ceremony by the public agents. The post remained where it 
was originally planted, until the year before I obtained the fragment, 
when it was removed from the ground & deposited in a shed at 
hand. . . . Robeets Vatjx." 

The Valley Forge Park Commission, created by Act of Assembly 
May 30, 1893, " to acquire, maintain, and preserve forever the Revolu- 
tionary camp ground at Valley Forge, for the free enjoyment of the 
people of the State," aware that there are many unpublished original 
documents relating to the camp, are desirous of obtaining the deposit 
of orderly-books, diaries, letters, and maps, for preservation and for the 
further elucidation of its history ; or copies of the same. All commu- 
nications should be addressed to Mr. Frederick D. Stone, Secretary of 
the Commission (hall of the Historical Society), 1300 Locust Street, 
Philadelphia. The newspaper press of the country is also requested to 
give publicity to this highly laudable object of the Commission. 

Editor Pennsylvania Magazine. 

General William Irvine's Descendants.— In the introductory 
note to Baron Rosenthal's " Journal of a Volunteer Expedition to San- 
dusky" I erred in stating that none of General Irvine's descendants 
were living in this city. In the female line they are found in the 
families of Leiper, Lewis, and Reed. Frederick D. Stone. 

William Parsons's "Field Book," 1734-1736.— Among the col- 
lections of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania is a " Field Book," 
1734-1736, of William Parsons, who was by trade a shoemaker, but a 
member of Franklin's Junta Club, in which he passed for " a man hav- 
ing a profound knowledge of mathematics," and was sometime Sur- 
veyor-General of the Province of Pennsylvania. The following extracts 
have been taken from this old vellum-covered book : 

" January 80, 17SS. — Inhabitants on Schulkill below Andrew Rambo's, 

1 st The Parsonage, Peter Cock, Mouns Cock, Theod. Lord, Kirl, 

Jno. Hainy." 

" October 25, 1786.— Surv'd for James Steel a Tract of Land on Dela. 
River in the Co of Bucks at a place called the Monettos a little below the 
great Mountain Begin 8 at a blk Oak by Delaware River thence up by it. 
. . . This was suveyed in Right of Geo. Palmer to W m Allen of whom 
J. Steel purchased." 

" The breadth of Delaware River measured at Philad" the 22 4 of 
Jan* 1736 

"from the Wharf on High St to the Wharf late of Cooper is 232 

perches & 17 perches more to the House now of Humphrey Day." 

" In Planting the Proprietaries Orchard at Springetts y the distance of 
the Trees 9 f. 5 in less than 2 chains. The Fish pond 311 y ds at 4d p 
yard. The Garden on the East side the Walk." 

"January $4,1786. — measured with a wheel, from the end of 2 4 Street 
continued to the' South Side of the City continued the same course S 15 
W abt 114 per Wicaco Church Lane runs S 63J E the Church is about 8 
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per below the lower side thereof thence S 31 W 30 pr a lane runs S 
63J E at 61 And r Hamilton's lane ... to John Moore's line ... A 
Morris's gate . . . Jo. Whartons fence . . . C. Brockden's corner . . . 
0. Brockden's gate the course to his house. ... to end of lane." 

There are notes of a survey made January 27, 1736, on " Delaware 
River made by a wheel . . . from North side of Vine Street opposite 
Master's Tide Mill to Fairmans house ; to opposite lower end of Petty's 
Island . . . more opposite to the house late of Capt Palmer now of 

White thence ye Same course more . . . oppos. to the upper end of 

ye Island ... to ye upper end of ye Meadow at Point no point . . . 
towards Wilkinsons house . . . opposite to a point below Frankford 
Cr's mouth . . . below the point River encroaches ... to Halls house 
... to opposite mouth of Taconink . . . more opposite to the house 
late of Aaron Goforth ... to the mouth of Pennipak ... to E 
Thomas's lower lane." 

William Parsons, " Shoemaker." — The following items and names 
of the customers of William Parsons, shoemaker and sometime sur- 
veyor, are extracted from his ledger between the years 1723-1727, in the 
possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania : 

" Edmund Woolly" provides shoes for himself, wife, and his " boy 
Andrew," and for Ann Smith, their nurse, a pair of " clogs." Christo- 
pher Thomson is charged with " Women's Shoes for the Tallow Chand- 
ler and for John Williamson's wife." John Moore pays for shoes for 
his wife, for " Black Sarah," his negro woman, Mary Howard, " Rob- 
ert," " William," servants, and his negroes Caesar and London. Samuel 
Powel's daughters Deborah and Sarah are purchasers of shoes and clogs. 
Joseph Drinker's account is a long one, in which the following names ap- 
pear : sons Joseph, Henry, and John, Edward Hews, Sarah Plowman, John 
Mills, " Chancellor's Maid," Sarah Elfreth. Parsons evidently rented of 
James Cooper, whose credit side of the account states, " By rent £3.15.3 ;" 
he is debited by repairs and with " Shoes and Goloshoes" for his wife and 
Rebecca. Francis Rawle buys shoes for his wife, son Joseph, daughter 
Mary, for his maid and " his son Joseph's Man." The names of his 
other customers are Ludwig C. Sprogel, William Ballard, William Cole- 
man, John Dilling, William Wall, Thomas Todd, William Freeman, 
Daniel Pegg, Mathias Tyson, Reynier Tyson, Thomas Potts, William 
Corker, John Coates, Laurence Reynolds, John Keys, Thomas Redman, 
Martha Steel, John Carver, John Bond, Nathaniel Zane, Enoch Coates, 
Jeremiah Elfreth, William Shute, Thomas Spiser, William Lucan, 
Morris Walker, Jacob Perkins, John Barnes, Margaret Jones, Peter 
Evans, Sarah Cart, Thomas Griffith, Nicholas Scull, Francis Knowles, 
Thomas Hart, John Snowden, Isaac Cooper, John Clifton, John North, 
Benjamin Wood, Jacob Casdrop, William Crosswix, Miles Strickland, 
Benjamin Norwood, James Lewis, Joshua Tompkins, Philip Denny, 
Richard Empson, Richard Brockden, Benjamin Peert, John Pane, 
Thomas Collins, John Inskip, George Wilson, Blackston Engledue, 
and John Holliday, of Duck Creek. 



tyntxies. 

Knight — Brown. — William Knight, said to have been a tanner, set- 
tled near Philadelphia. His wife's name was Elizabeth. Who can 
give her maiden name? They had a daughter Elizabeth, who married, 

Vol. xviii. — 25 
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2-1758, William Brown, minister, of East Nottingham, Chester County. 
Can any one tell where William Knight resided and anything about his 
ancestry or that of his wife Elizabeth ? 

Brown. — William Brown, son of William Brown, who came from 
England in 1683. Married 1-15-1721, as his second wife, Margaret 
Davis. Who were the parents of Margaret Davis? After William's 
death, Margaret married William Kirk. Any information about the 
above will be appreciated by John A. M. Passmore. 

City of Philadelphia Flag. — Information is requested as to 
whether there is any law or ordinance regulating the color or design of 
the flag of the city of Philadelphia. J. 

Barns or Barnes. — Information is desired concerning the ancestors 
and descendants of Timothy Barns or Barnes, who was born 19th April, 
1741. He married Eunice Munson, and lived in Litchfield, Connec- 
ticut, until about 1794, when he removed with his family to Coopers- 
town, New York. In 1799 he made Clinton, New York, his home. He 
died December or November 15, 1825, and was interred at New Haven, 
Connecticut. 

Sheffield, Pennsylvania. Byron Barnes Horton. 

Seybert. — To what or whom can a letter to one of the Philadelphia 
newspapers refer, beginning " Eloped or Strayed Away, My family 
Doctor, named Seybert" ? He is described as " 5 feet 10 inches high, 
crooked nose, high forehead, small dark eyes, with a cream coloured 
skin," said to possess "an universal medicine," supposed to have "gone 
to Ohio . . . hates a Clintonian . . . pockets full of bottles containing 
extracts from a newly discovered caucus root, lately found at Washing- 
ton . . . has made a dust out of Binn's paper and address, so powerful 
that ... it will distort your eyes . . . that you can never see right any 
more. He threatens to force this dust up the nose of every republican 
in Kentucky, Ohio, and the western part of Pennsylvania . . ." Signed 
" A HIT, No. 6 South 4th st." Advertisements on other side of the 
slip, cut from same paper, are dated September, 1812. T. S. 



Account of the Buck Family, of Bucks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, and of the Buckville Centennial Celebration, held June 11, 
1892, including the Proceedings of the Buckwampum Literary Asso- 
ciation. Edited by William J. Buck. Philadelphia, 1893. 8vo, 
143 pp. 
Nicholas Buck, the American ancestor of the family, came from near 
Thionville, Lorraine, in 1752, and settled in Springfield Township, 
Bucks County, where some years later he took up a tract of land called 
" Buckhill." The compiler has devoted some space to the antiquity of 
the family in the valleys of the Ehine and Moselle, and also its Ameri- 
can connections. On the title-page the family coat of arms, which was 
granted prior to 1100, is printed in colors, and the text is illustrated by 
the old family mansion at Buckville, erected by Captain Nicholas Buck 
over a century ago, portraits, and fac-simile autographs. The book was 



